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1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AN b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) [El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 0905. 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 0106 



Application/Control Number: 10/534,927 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 1 ) the 
phrase "the bearing inside ring" should be "a bearing inside ring" in line 3 of claim 4; 2) 
the phrase "the driver outer rim" should be "a driver outer rim" in lines 3-4 of claim 4; 3) 
the phrase "the bearing outside ring" should be "a bearing outside ring" in line 4 of claim 
4; 4) the word "comprise" should be "comprises" in line 6 of claim 4.; 5) the word 
"dismountable-connection" should be "dismountable connection" in line 5 of claim 4 and 
line 3 of claim 5; and 6) the word "comprise" should be "comprises" in line 3 of claim 5. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 5 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. It is dependent on claim 4, 
but the limitations of claim 5 are found in claim 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rasmussen et al. (U.S. Patent 6,601,973) in view of Niethammer (DE 2,263,689). 

Regarding claim 1, Rasmussen et al. discloses a carrier disc (Fig. 1A) provided 
with circular apertures allowing for lighting of gobos (Fig. 1 A, reference number 28) 
characterized in that each segment is provided with a lamella (Fig. 1a, top portion of 
reference number 22) for attachment in the holding means (Fig. 1 a) with means for 
setting the segment on the carrier disc (reference number 26, Fig. 1a). Rasmussen et 
al. does not disclose the resilient holding means. 

Niethammer discloses the resilient holding means (Fig. 1, middle portion with 
radial extensions) to support interchangeable segments with the gobos (Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the configuration of Neithammer in the apparatus of 
Rasmussen et al. to support a segment removably in a simple manner. See Fig. 1 of 
Niethammer. 

r 

Concerning claim 2, Rasmussen et al. does not disclose flexible fingers. 
Niethammer discloses the holding means comprising a system of flexible fingers (Fig. 1, 
center) in a fan-shaped arrangement (Fig. 1), the fingers being at inside ends fixed to 
the carrier plate (Fig. 1 , center) and on the outside free ends adapted to allow for 
insertion of the segment lamellas between the fingers and the carrier disc (Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the configuration of Neithammer in the apparatus of 
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Rasmussen et al. to support a segment removably in a simple manner. See Fig. 1 of 
Niethammer. 

Regarding claim 3, Rassmussen et al. does not disclose integrated fingers. 
Niethammer discloses the fingers at their inside ends being integrated into one unit (Fig. 
1 , center) while the number of fingers within this unit corresponds to the number of 
segments to be supported by the carrier disc (Fig. 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the configuration of Neithammer in the apparatus of 
Rasmussen et al. to support a segment removably in a simple manner. See Fig. 1 of 
Niethammer. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. The prior art fails to disclose replaceable gobos with the following features: 

1 ) each segment being provided with a bearing supporting a driver with a gobo, 
the bearing inside ring being provided for by the driver outer rim and the bearing outside 
ring being attached to the segment lamella by dismountable connection means as 
recited in claim 4; and 
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2) the means for setting the segment on the carrier discs comprises 
dismountable connection means for attachment of the gobo bearing outer ring on the 
lamella as recited in claim 5. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sharon E. Payne whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2379. The examiner can normally be reached on regular business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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